
STEM STARs Tackle Nature 

FAFSA 
Did you complete FAFSA                            

Free Application for Federal 

Student Aid? 

 

Complete it as soon as      

possible to receive all the aid 

available! 
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Inside this issue: 

“Our mission is to guide, support, and retain our students so that they may  

successfully graduate from Bloomfield College.” 

STAR Newsletter Editor 

Christina Dilkes 

Counselor & English Specialist 

Photography by STAR staff; students; 

and Jill Alexander, Director of Public 

Relations and Advancement Marketing  

“We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, or rejoice because thorn 

bushes have roses.”                  ~Abraham Lincoln 

Bloomfield College student Christina Olivier and STAR participants Mellisa Lindo and Jennifer 

Chapman have begun research with Dr. Leila Koepp to assess New Jersey and especially Essex  

County’s potential tree problems. 

According to Dr. Koepp’s research proposal, 

Bacterial leaf scorch (BLS) has greatly impact-

ed shade tree populations in southern and cen-

tral New Jersey. BLS affects oak trees and 

causes leaf scorching in late summer; infected 

trees die in five years or less. STAR students 

Chapman and Lindo, along with faculty and 

students from BC and other NJ colleges, are 

checking to see if BLS has reached Essex Coun-

ty. Olivier and Lindo work on a DNA study 

called PCR analysis. Chapman isolates the bacterium X. fastidiosa—which 

causes BLS—from infected leaves to verify its presence. 

Research has begun at Bloomfield College and should continue throughout 

the summer. Both STAR students are Biology Majors. Lindo plans on      

pursuing a medical degree while Chapman has already received her LPN    

license.  

——————————————————————————————— 

 

Gabrielle Louis (below), another STAR student, is working with Dr.       

Rebecca Walter on a research study on Biomechanics. The study focuses on 

what makes a good uphill runner. To gather evidence, the team is currently 

working with BC’s Motion Capture System to collect data regarding the 

work done by the limbs that have an effect on uphill running.  Louis is   

constantly challenging herself, and the study allows her to learn to use   

Cortex—the Motion Analysis software—to export and analyze data.  

 

 

 

 

Oak tree with signs of BLS 

(photo courtesy of The United 

States National Arboretum   

website) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

(Above) Lindo running a gel 

in a electrophoresis tank .  

(Below) A DNA sample 

mixed with sugar dye (to add 

weight and contrast) 



Our Financial Literacy Workshop has been a hit time and time again. Students have kept our speakers here long after the presentation 

ends asking questions about their financial planning and loan repayment.  

 

Having problems managing your money?  

 Have questions about your loans?  

  Meet an expert from New Jersey Higher Education Student Assistance Authority who will teach you how to take  

  control of your finances. 

Thursday, April 11th  

2:00-3:30 pm 
 

Come with questions! Leave with knowledge! 

HESAA Financial Literacy Workshop 

 

                

“The many of us who attain what 

we may and forget those who 

help us along the line  we’ve got 

to remember that there are so 

many others to pull along the 

way. The farther they go, the 

farther we all go.”  

  —Jackie Robinson 
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Save the Date! 

You are cordially invited to attend the 

SSSSTAR Recognition Ceremony 

May 3, 2013, 12:30—2:00 pm 

Señorita’s Restaurant 

285 Glenwood Ave., Bloomfield, NJ  

RSVP as soon as possible! 

Graduating May 23rd? Congratulations! Schedule your STAR exit interview! 

STAR Wins CSLE Woman of  Action Award 
 

During the Closing Ceremony for Bloomfield College’s Black History Month, STAR’s own Ashely Taylor (below left) was presented with 

the Woman of Action Award, given by Black History Month committee members Will Everett and Tia Cherry.  The Woman of Action 

Award “recognizes a student who unselfishly invests their time, skills, and talents toward building a stronger 

Black/African American community in and out of  Bloomfield College.” The recipients exemplify outstanding 

leadership abilities; they comprehend and instill the value of cultural enhancement while recognizing their  

individual roots.   

 

The month-long ceremony was, according to the BC website, “a period of time 

devoted to understanding, open dialogue, and celebrating the contributions of 

the African American culture.” The Closing Ceremony brought together many 

noted presenters, including President Levao;  Assemblyman William Payne; 

and motivational speaker Rahfeal Gordon, who co-founded Team Infinite.  

 

 

 

 

 

President Levao and              

Assemblyman Payne 
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SSSSTAR SPRING ‘13 Activity Schedule 

Briefly describe the nature of your events. 

All events will be held in the Star Computer Lab/Program Room,  Learning Resource Center, Room 106, unless otherwise noted 

Event Date/Time Other information 

Financial Literacy Series Ongoing 

Come join us for a series of mini information sessions to 

help you stay on top of the  on-going changes in the        

financial world. 

 

 Techniques  & Tips 

 Wed. Apr. 10, 3:30-4:30pm 

FOR EDUCATION MAJORS:   

Helpful tips to prepare for  student teaching. 

Chat & Chew 
Ongoing  

Bi-weekly 

Join us for open discussions on great topics selected by the 

students or the counselors. 

 

Financial Literacy 

Workshop 
Thurs. Apr 11, 2-3:30pm 

Having a problem  managing your money? Meet an expert 

who will teach  you how to  take control of your finances. 

Workshop TBA  

Mix & Mingle  Wed. Apr. 24, 1-3pm 

Fun, games and relaxation—a great way to de-stress before 

finals begin. 

 

SSS STAR  

Recognition and Awards 

Ceremony 
Time and Place TBA 

Celebrate the year’s successes with the STAR staff and 

friends—more information to follow. 

                                         BC Webpage Highlights a STAR 

The Bloomfield College website featured STAR participant, Jenny Kern (left), in its    Feb-

ruary 2013 Student Spotlight. Each month Bloomfield College recognizes students for their 

exceptional leadership and dedication to volunteering., and February was dedicated to stu-

dents who volunteer. Jenny was asked, “Why do you volunteer? What is your most       

memorable moment volunteering?” Her answer demonstrates the generous contribution of 

time and energy our STARs give to Bloomfield College and the overall community: 

"I want to show people that there are others willing to help even if it’s just giving a smile 

or having a listening ear. Volunteering is important because it opens your eyes to many 

situations. It makes me appreciate the littlest things and opportunities that I am given. 

My most significant volunteer experience at Bloomfield College was Elijah’s Promise Soup 

Kitchen. I  met some amazing people that were thankful and it made me feel good seeing 

people smile when I handed them a hot plate of food. I have learned that money isn’t  

everything. The feeling of bringing happiness and being able to help others is more im-

portant than all the money in the world.  I would recommend other students to volunteer 

because it feels good to help others, it’s actually fun, and you will meet some amazing  

people that will appreciate your help."  



Register Right for Fall 2013 
 

Registration starts the week of April 15th, so make sure 

to take the necessary steps to ensure a successful fall 

schedule.  
 

 Make a pre-advisement appointment with your STAR 

counselor to discuss the best options for your semester, your 

future, and any issues that might affect class choices. 

  

 Know your standing! Access your Program Evaluation 

from WebAdvisor and bring it to your pre-registration ap-

pointment at STAR and your registration appointment 

with your advisor. Unsure of your advisor’s name? You can 

find him or her in WebAdvisor, too. 

 

 Learn about your program’s General Education and major 

requirements. The Course Catalog and registration schedule 

can help you find the classes you need...and avoid the   

classes you do not. Check what classes are pre-requisites for 

entering a major or taking another course. 

 

 Consult WebAdvisor for any holds, such as Bursar or health 

holds. Resolve them as soon as possible. 

 

 

Be pro-active and schedule a pre-advisement session here 

at STAR to answer your questions. 

SSSSTAR Program 
Student Support Services 

 

STAR PROGRAM HOURS 

Monday: 8:00 am—8:00 pm 

Tuesday: 8:00 am—8:00 pm 

Wednesday: 8:00 am—8:00 pm 

Thursday: 8:00 am—4:30 pm 

Friday: 8:00 am—4:30 pm 

Bloomfield College 

Learning Resource Center 

Room 107 

 

Phone: 973-748-9008, ext. 1170  

Fax: 973-429-7528  

“Our mission is to guide, support, 

and retain our students so that 

they may successfully graduate 

from Bloomfield College.” 

On Facebook? So is STAR! 

Send a Friend Request to 

“STAR Bloomfield” and stay up

-to-date on all STAR activities. 

 

The STAR Staff 

Brenda Quintyne, Director 

Gail Ponder, Counselor & Math/Technology Specialist 

Christina Dilkes, Counselor & English Specialist 

Celeste Walden-Kelley, Office Manager 
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Who’s Who Has Two STARs 

Aaron Bullock and  Jessica Desire, two STAR students, have the  

distinct honor of being chosen as winners of the 2013 Who’s Who 

Among Student in American Colleges & Universities. 

 

The Award’s webpage offers an understanding of its Mission: “It 

should always be remembered that college students are the reservoir 

from which our nation draws its leadership strength. This feeling 

about American students is the guiding  

principle behind the Who’s Who Among 

Students program and our efforts to    

proudly continue to aid campuses in        

honoring students who demonstrate        

consistent   

excellence.” 

Desire and Bullock, nominated by  

Bloomfield College, exemplify these 

principles. We applaud their active  

campus and community participation.  

 

We also congratulate Bullock on his multiple awards this semester: 

The Bloomfield College Beta Chapter of Alpha Chi, a national honor   

society; The Bloomfield College Zeta Sigma Chapter of the             

International Business Honor Society, Delta Mu Delta; and the 

Bloomfield College STAR Scholar Award. 

Aim high, STARS! 


